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History followed along building lines
It is not only ordinary residents who are showing an ever-keener interest in old buildings, for academics are also conducting more studies on the rise of urban Hong Kong.
One example is a series of pamphlets by members of the Chinese University of Hong Kong and published by the Conservancy Association Centre for Heritage.
Urban Transformation in Shau Kei Wan (the others are on Central and Sheung Wan) is not simply concerned with collective memory, which for most people is what built heritage is about.
Instead, it examines building typology.
As that suggests, it concerns different types of buildings.
Just as layers of rock tell geologists about Earth's past, so we can trace the history of a neighborhood by looking at how architecture changes.
Briefly, the pamphlet looks at low-rise apartment buildings that date from the 1950s in Shau Kei Wan and are still seen in a few locations in the district.
They are simple in design and were clearly built for a working-class population who could not afford luxury. But there is space - some have balconies, for example - to remind us that this was a fairly low-density neighborhood.
Residential buildings from the 1960s are taller, 10 or 12-story structures.
We still see such buildings elsewhere, in North Point, Causeway Bay and over in Kowloon City.
Hong Kong was growing in the 1950s. Later decades saw buildings of 30 floors or more as we entered today's high- density, heavily developed era.
It is the story of a place coming of age, and it is written in concrete all around us.
