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A jubilee book we can all identify with
Heritage and collective memory can turn up in surprising places. The Immigration Department celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. (In case you are wondering who stamped travelers' passports before 1961, it was the police.)
To mark the occasion, the department has produced a limited-edition book titled the 50th Anniversary Report.

Flicking through it is a trip down memory lane.

Apart from photographs of birth, death and marriage registers and certificates - some going back to the 1880s - the book features a collection of something we are all familiar with - identity cards.

At some point many older readers will spot one and say "I used to have one like that".
Other documents, like pre-1997 Certificates of Identity and even Seamen's Identity Books, may remind some readers of a little detail from their past.

This record of the first half-century also reminds us what made the Hong Kong of today - and gave the department its name - immigration, especially from the mainland. Hundreds of thousands moved to the city during this period.

One interesting photograph shows illegal immigrants queuing up outside a registration office in old low-rise buildings at what is today Pacific Place - with the snaking line stretching as far as Central.

Unfortunately, the book is not very widely available, but hopefully it will end up in some libraries and the department will put some or all of it on its website.
