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Music reverberates across 40 years
Hong Kong's Music Office was set up by the government in 1977 with the aims of promoting training in and appreciation of music in the community, especially among the young.
Now under the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, the office runs training and outreach programs, youth music camps and an international exchange program among various activities.

Around 170,000 people a year are involved in some way. So the Music Office is now celebrating its 40th anniversary. Among events are several concerts in Sha Tin at the end of the month.
A group of past and present Music Office instructors and students, including the Kowloon Youth Symphonic Band, will perform The Elements of Percussion on December 30 at 7:30pm at Sha Tin Town Hall Auditorium.
Among other pieces, 200 of the office's current trainees will sing and play glockenspiels in an arrangement of Beethoven's Fourth movement from the Ninth Symphony, including the celebrated Ode to Joy.
On December 31, 800 trainees and alumni will perform in a three-hour outdoor Wind Music Buffet from 1pm to 4pm at the Sha Tin Town Hall Plaza. Admission is free. And that evening at 7:30, back at the Town Hall Auditorium, the Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band and alumni present their annual concert.
The program will include John Williams' Star Wars Medley, the Fantasy Overture by So Ka-wai, and John Cheng's Auld Lang Syne.
Tickets are required for the two auditorium events. For details, see http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/mo/
