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Historic homes get new recognition
Wan Chai's historic Blue House cluster has just won the Award of Excellence in the Unesco Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation.
The cluster comprises three old shop-house structures (the Blue, Yellow and Orange Houses) built from the 1920s to the 1950s.
They have been preserved under the Revitalizing Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme. (I am particularly delighted because I chaired the scheme's advisory board several years ago.)
The project involved a range of community and conservation groups, and aimed at careful refurbishment.

The structures now include residential apartments, two restaurants and accommodation for various community services and cultural activities.
Occupants include some original tenants from before the project. The cluster is as much a part of neighborhood life as in the past.
It is the first time a built heritage project in Hong Kong has received this award. The Unesco judges called the project "a triumphant validation for a truly inclusive approach to urban conservation."
To put it in perspective, other projects recognized by Unesco included Holy Trinity Cathedral in Shanghai, the Royal Bombay Opera House in Mumbai and the Brookman and Moir Streets Precinct in Perth, Australia.
If you haven't seen the Blue House cluster since the project was completed, it is well worth a visit. The area just off Queen's Road East opposite Wan Chai Market is surrounded by gentrification today. But you can still look at these buildings and imagine what life was like when this was an old and quite poor neighborhood.
