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Design show draws early visitors
Although the M+ museum at the West Kowloon Cultural District does not open until 2019, a smaller permanent exhibition site opened three months ago. It is called the M+ Pavilion, and it is among a range of facilities already attracting visitors to the future arts hub. (I am on the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority Board.)

The Pavilion is currently hosting an exhibition entitled "Shifting Objectives: Design from the M+ Collection." The carefully selected objects and works explore the whole idea of design. The items include a variety of Japanese furniture and Hong Kong-manufactured goods from the postwar era, contemporary products such as drones, and items created through cutting-edge digital methods.
Many of these pieces - such as television sets and rice cookers - might prompt nostalgia for some of us (or look odd to younger visitors). But they were the latest in modern household objects a few decades ago.

Perhaps one of the most interesting items is a huge wooden wardrobe by designer Li Naihan based on the Beijing CCTV headquarters tower by architect Rem Koolhaas.
Also featured at the exhibition are objects by Hong Kong designer Stanley Wong Ping Pui - famous for his Red White Blue series of artworks based on the city's iconic plastic bags and awnings.

The show lasts until February 5. 
See http://www.westkowloon.hk/en/shiftingobjectives for details.
West Kowloon also offers a Smart- Bike hire program and a picnic-friendly waterfront Nursery Park, with music, markets stalls and other occasional events - so it's well worth a visit at any time.
