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Theater charity earns a curtain call
The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection is a charity based in Quarry Bay which aims at young people. But it does much more than organize amateur dramatics.

Since it was founded in 2008, thousands of young Hong Kong people have worked with professionals, volunteers and peers in presenting musical, classical, experimental and locally- written productions. As a "learning theater," the charity uses this experience of dramatic arts to nurture a range of qualities in young people.
Participants learn to tackle challenges, work in complex team situations, and acquire key life skills such as discipline, perseverance and basics like punctuality.
The process of developing acting skills and rehearsing also boosts their interpersonal skills. Teachers and parents report impressive results in terms of young participants' confidence, self-discipline, responsibility and empathy. And the young people pick up more general knowledge along the way.
Involvement in AFTEC directly develops appreciation of culture and the arts, and being bilingual in English and Cantonese, it offers opportunities to improve language ability.
AFTEC is a good example of how modern, forward-looking charities can work. It has forged partnerships with private-sector organizations, notably the Lee Hysan Foundation. It has worked with the government to acquire residency at Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre.
And it takes its own governance seriously. It has a small but professional board of directors, and it is committed to transparency - recently publishing a detailed social impact assessment.
The productions, by the way, get rave reviews. Learn more at www.aftec.hk

