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Marvelous mornings with Cecilia Lee
The Hong Kong Film Archive's Morning Matinee series will for the next two months be showcasing the legendary actress Cecilia Lee Fung-sing.
Lee's movie career largely straddled the 1950s, when she used the name Lee Heung-yin, and the 1960s, though she worked in various sectors later.
The earliest film in this series is An Actress's Struggle (1955). Then there are works from the early 1960s, including the two-part martial arts film Eight Errant Ladies, which features an all-female cast and was also produced by Lee, and the two-part Two Generations, in which Lee plays both a mother and her daughter. Another all-female line-up — with Lee playing a male role, as she often did — is The Nine Ladies of Fragrant City, a comedy from 1964.
Lee enjoyed success when acting in male and female roles in several dozen films. They included the serious, comedic, historical and contemporary, but especially in the martial arts and operatic genres.
Lee made a big comeback in 1996, appearing in Floating Life directed by Clara Law (the only movie in the series with English subtitles). She is in the role of Mrs Chan, who moves with her family from Hong Kong to Australia. The film — a comedy with a serious side — won several international awards.

Lee, who came out of retirement again less than 10 years ago in several Hong Kong TV productions, will be appearing at post-screening talks on a couple of the matinee mornings, which are on Fridays during November and December.
For details, see http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/fp/

