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Seeing streets from unique angle
I recently wrote about Lee Fook Chee, whose photographs of 1950s Hong Kong were aimed at the tourist market. Now the focus is on another photographer, Fan Ho, who worked at the same time but took a far more deliberately artistic approach.

Now in his 80s and living in California, Shanghai-born Ho was a filmmaker he was with Shaw Studios for a while and an author. But he is probably most renowned for his photographs of highly distinctive and stark street scenes and interiors, notably in Central.
In the 1960s, in particular, he sometimes photographed in color. But the classic pieces are in high-contrast black and white. Some, showing expanses of wall and sidewalk divided by angular shadow, look almost abstract.

He would typically take pictures on clear, bright days in late afternoon as the sun was getting lower hence the long shadows. He also experimented with overlaying images. So, for example, a street surface between buildings is actually sea, or a subject is repeated and enlarged over itself in the same picture.
A book of Ho's works, A Hong Kong Memoir, was published last year by Modern Books. Like several of Ho's collections, it is a limited edition and probably hard to find.

But we can see his works elsewhere. If you're lucky enough to be guest at the Pottinger hotel in Central, you will find his pictures incorporated into the decor. They also appear on the hotel's website.

Ho also shares many of his works on his own website at http://www.fanhophotography.com
