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 Buildup for arts carnival in full swing
Preparation is under way for the Standard Chartered Arts in the Park Mardi Gras in November. This event started off in Stanley as Arts in the Plaza before becoming a two-day festival at Victoria Park in 2008.
It is organized by the Hong Kong Youth Arts Foundation, a charity founded in 1993 and which has involved hundreds of thousands of youngsters from all backgrounds in its inclusive programs to encourage creativity among the young.
The format of the Arts in the Park Mardi Gras is loosely inspired by carnivals, like the famous one in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Over the past few months, the foundation has been reaching out to young artists, dancers, musicians and other performers. Even magicians, acrobats and martial arts enthusiasts are eligible to join in.
Now, young people around Hong Kong are busy undergoing auditions and rehearsals to prepare for the festival.
Those selected as dancers will start practicing in September. In-school resident artists will be helping students prepare visual arts materials, such as costumes and giant illuminated puppets for the event's nighttime parade.
This year's event includes a classical music theme and takes place on the weekend of November 14-15.
If recent years are anything to go by, more than 120,000 people will turn up to enjoy all the attractions. These will include stalls where visiting children can create their own artwork, and special arrangements will be in place to include disadvantaged kids.
See http://www.hkyaf.com/ for details.
