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Train trip back to more leisurely age
Some of our smallest or most specialized museums are among the most interesting. The Maritime Museum as well as the museums of Tea Ware, Coastal Defence and Medical Sciences all come to mind.

Another example is the Hong Kong Railway Museum in Tai Po. It is located at the original Tai Po Market railway station, which was built in 1913 and is worth going to see in its own right. The tiny Chinese- style building is a reminder that this was once a small and relatively isolated village; indeed, being connected to the then-Kowloon-Canton Railway Corp network helped Tai Po start growing in those times.

The really fun part of the museum is, of course, the old trains and carriages. The trains are a narrow gauge steam locomotive that originally served on an old line between Fan Ling and Sha Tau Kok, and a 1950s diesel electric engine.

The carriages date from as far back as 1911 up to 1976. All are from the days before the old KCR was electrified and the line essentially became part of the modern urban mass-transit system. In other words, they belong to the days before the big new town developments from Sha Tin up to Sheung Shui.

You can climb on board and look around. Kids love it just for the novelty. The older among us can imagine ourselves transported back to a time when the trains were slower and less frequent, and the rural farming communities felt far away from the big city in Kowloon.
