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Great new stuff from old factories
This year's Fotanian Open Studios event is currently under way, starting on Saturday and Sunday and continuing over the coming weekend.

Fo Tan is an old industrial area north of Sha Tin. Over the past 15 years or so, the industrial buildings' spacious lofts have become popular with artists and designers for use as studios (as happened in some of the old factories in Aberdeen).

A creative community has formed, and for a couple of weekends every year the artists open their studio doors to the public and display some of the work created within.

The event also includes a variety of exhibitions, seminars and workshops, with some in other areas of Hong Kong. Among the most popular are the painting and life-drawing workshops.

The heart of the annual Open Studios is, of course, the artists and their work. There are over 200 artists in more than 100 studios set up in 20 or so buildings.

To take a few pretty much at random: Bear Printmaking specializes in printing and water color; Arbor Pottery has produced some familiar public ceramic murals; the Joy Art Club organizes children's and other workshops; and there's a newcomer American oil painter, Peter Sakievich.

I should also mention my friend at Elephant House, where the exhibits this year are all designed to be touched. So hopefully they will be especially enjoyable for the visually impaired.

There's a lot more to be experienced.

Full details at http://www.fotanian.org/ 
