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Look at the faces from a dignified China
He Chongyue is a prominent Beijing-based large-format photographer best known for his documentary portrayals of the impact on people of Chinese social policy like family planning and urbanization.

He has been traveling in the remote rural areas of China that we never hear much about. He specifically aimed to meet and record elderly farmers and country folk whose lives have carried on relatively untouched by the tremendous forces and changes in cities in the past few decades. There was a time when members of this peasant society were honored as providers of the nation's food. They devoted their younger lives to doing just that.

Yet today they are more likely to feel considered a burden. Official promises of welfare and care have given way to encouragement to postpone retirement and increase self-reliance.

He's result is The Exempted portraits of the old people left behind by modern times and by their own younger generation of family and neighbors who have gone to work in the urban areas.

As a class of people, they are in danger of being forgotten. And their way of life itself is passing into history.

He aims to preserve their dignity and document their lives for a wider and more modern and prosperous world to see.

The Exempted will be exhibited at Contemporary by Angela Li (248 Hollywood Road, Sheung Wan) from March 11 to April 11. See www.cbal.com.hk for details.
