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The local Burberry that earns its stripes
Most of us have heard of Burberry - the distinctive plaid pattern designed by the fashion company of the same name and now found on thousands of copy items, especially things like handbags. But do you know what Hong Kong Burberry is? Here's a hint: it is also found on bags.
Hong Kong Burberry is the name jokingly given to the blue, white and red stripe pattern found on that very tough plastic sheeting used as awnings and to make large carrier bags.
Think of where you see the pattern. It is at construction sites and in dai pai dongs and street markets, where the sheeting makes a cheap, instant waterproof shelter or covering. Hawkers carry their goods in them, and in the old days people would fill them with presents for relatives in the mainland.
The famous British Burberry tartan started off as an exclusive design for expensive clothing, but after it was widely copied it faced the threat of appearing more down-market. For Hong Kong's stripes, however, it has been the other way round; the pattern has become trendy as a number of local designers have adapted it for use in fashion.
Artist Stanley Wong, also known as “anothermountainman,” exhibited an installation at Hong Kong Heritage Museum centered on the plastic fabric, which was transformed into things like lampshades. He even produced a glossy art book - sold in a little striped bag, of course - dedicated to this icon of our practical and down-to-earth city.
