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Having fun as you flesh out history
The Hong Kong Museum of History is hosting a special exhibition until January 4 entitled A Century of China.
Much on display has been loaned by the National Museum of China. There are unique or rare items dating from the decline of the Qing dynasty to the present day, including historic publications, banners and even sports equipment.
Most of us probably know the main outline of the nation's history since the 19th century, and the exhibition deals with the main story in a straightforward way.
It highlights recent successes, but also recounts the turbulence of the era - for example, the misery of the Cultural Revolution.
The most impressive feature from my point of view is the trouble the museum has gone to in preparing educational materials for school parties and children.
Worksheets are available for both primary and secondary levels, and while they are designed to be fun, they also teach interesting and important history.
When I was at school we were not taught much detail about mainland history, especially about some of the figures whose names are so vital to an understanding of how the China of today came about.
The museum's educational material gives youngsters a chance to put names to the faces of Sun Yat-sen, Chiang Kai- shek, Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping. Older children get the chance to learn about what these people did, and of course the exhibition gives them a lot more information about the times these figures lived in.
By being given a helping hand with such knowledge, they will probably find it fun.
