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People star in old photos of our city
A photographer called Hedda Morrison passed through Hong Kong in 1946-47. The pictures she took were lost until they were found 50 years later.
The negatives were traced to a library at Harvard. They were published in 2005 in a large-format English language book called Hong Kong As It Was, edited by Edward Stokes.
I thought a Chinese-language edition would be a good idea, and my company earlier this year sponsored the publication of the book. Although the descriptions of the pictures are interesting, the stars of both editions are undoubtedly the photos.
Few people who know Hong Kong can flick through the pages without seeing places that they know, though they have changed almost beyond recognition.
The Hong Kong Morrison portrayed just after the war was nothing like the city we know today. Much of Kowloon was undeveloped. Many places in the New Territories were remote, fishing and farming communities, as they had been for centuries. Even Central, with its recognizable street layout and a few familiar landmarks, looks unusually empty.
Morrison's main interest was people, and she shows a very different life from that of the 21st century. Life was physically hard for much of the population, women as well as men, carrying cargo at the docks, crafting wooden sampans, mixing construction materials by hand and plowing fields with a bullock.
This is the impression every reader gets: just look how far we have come.
