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Book captures HK on the move
Some people say Hong Kong lacks history and heritage.
We are, after all, a leading center for trade, finance and business, not an ancient city of great architecture and art.

Of course, this is not true. Over the past few years the younger generation in particular has started to rediscover our heritage in surviving older buildings and in traditional lifestyles and even cuisine.

But even if the charge were true, it would not mean Hong Kong would be a place without a past. It would still be rich in corporate histories.

The latest book on this subject is called Moving Experience: The MTR's First 36 Years.

The story in fact starts in the 1960s, when traffic jams first became a problem on our streets.

The book covers the early debates about mass transit rail - an idea some people opposed because of fears that it would put the trams out of business.

The book covers the massive engineering project, which began in 1975 and continues to this day.

And it looks at the impact of the MTR on the territory in the past three decades, not merely as a transport operation but as a builder of communities along the railway corridors and an exporter of technical expertise.

With a lot of interesting photographs from various archives, the book is of course more than a history of one corporation.

The MTR is so much a part of Hong Kong, its story since the 1970s is that of the whole territory.

