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Our toy story one to be proud of
What do Barbie, Cabbage Patch Kids and Mutant Ninja Turtles have in common?
They were all at some time the favorite toys of their generation, especially in the West. Many adults still have memories of Santa Claus putting one of the above in their Christmas stockings.
These toys are also cultural icons of their era - symbols of past decades, along with pop songs and fashion crazes.
The older generation may still remember how so many people wanted to “adopt” a Cabbage Patch Kid that toy stores ran out of them. Barbie, of course, is still going strong after more than half a century.
However, these toys have something else in common: Hong Kong made them.
Our local toy industry goes back to the post-war years of the late 1940s, when newly arrived entrepreneurs from the mainland opened small factories and started to undercut the Japanese, especially in modern basic plastic goods.
Years later, the territory became the leading toy producer, and factories moved to the mainland.
It is one of those stories that sums up our city's fascinating rise from the ruins of the war.
I can highly recommend a book, Toy Town - How a Hong Kong Industry Played a Global Game, published by the Hong Kong Toy Manufacturers' Association and written by journalist Sarah Monks.
It is a fascinating look back at how Hong Kong literally made many a child's Christmas Day.
