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Float gave me that sinking feeling
I was with the Hong Kong delegation in Beijing on National Day, and yes, we did have a few laughs at the expense of the Hong Kong float when it passed by in the parade.
It carried models of Hong Kong icons such as the Golden Bauhinia and the Convention and Exhibition Centre, and had dancers and big video screens. Its stunted model of the International Finance Centre reminded some people of an offering to be burnt for the dead; to the superstitious, that would be creepy or bad fung shui. The Tsim Sha Tsui clock tower looked a lot better.
The basic problem was that there was simply too much on the float. Whoever designed it - and it looked like the work of a committee - tried to reflect too many aspects of Hong Kong. There was too much to look at. It was a good example of “more is less.”
We could have designed something that made more impact by focusing on one thing. For example, the whole float could have been a model of the classic Hong Kong skyline: skyscrapers wrapped around green mountains. Or it could have carried some of our top stars, such as Jackie Chan Kong-sang and Andy Lau Tak-wah, waving to the crowds and the cameras.
In all fairness, I must say that many other provinces’ and cities’ floats were not that memorable either. But some stood out. Macau’s, showing just the St Paul's Cathedral ruins and the Macau Tower, was simple and impressive. There is a lesson here for anyone interested in design.
