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The Standard Article
History is about being on the money
If you are seriously interested in money, the Hong Kong Museum of History has something for you.
No, it doesn't give investment advice or tell you how to get rich. It is a catalog of every coin and banknote known to have circulated in Hong Kong.

The catalog contains some history and data, but the most interesting part is probably the pictures.

The visual story starts with Chinese cash coins and silver pieces from several centuries ago, and the Mexican and other silver coins used in south China in the early and mid-19th century.

The Oriental Bank issued the first Hong Kong banknotes in 1846, and by the early 20th century other banks like the Mercantile Bank of India were doing the same.

Some of the designs show how big an influence India had in Hong Kong at the time.

After covering the currency issued by the Japanese occupation forces, the book gets into more familiar territory, with Hongkong Bank and Standard Chartered being the main issuers for much of the time. Anyone aged 15 or more will see something familiar but now phased out.

By the end of the story, banknotes are incorporating all sorts of security features and the Bank of China is issuing notes.

An amazing amount of work has gone into this book, and even if you are just a little bit interested in money you will find yourself flicking through it.

