December 12, 2012

The Standard Article

Discover islands of green in the city
It is a great pity that Hong Kong's town planning practices from decades ago have left us with a lack of green space in our urban areas.
The problem is that it is difficult to reverse many planning decisions from the past, and it is not practical to create big open park space in the now densely developed downtown areas.

However, it is often possible to create small-scale open spaces or to enhance existing ones to make them greener and generally more pleasant.

The Development Bureau has a greening, landscape and tree management section that has produced a series of booklets on such spaces.

The series called Tree & Landscape Map covers individual districts and highlights all sorts of hidden and well-known patches of greenery dotted around our city areas as well as noteworthy clusters of trees.

How many workers or even residents in Wan Chai know that the district has its own green trail going up through the woods above the heavily developed district?
How many commuters who spend every working day in Central have discovered the Memorial Garden tucked away near City Hall or the sitting-out area near Queen Street with its little Chinese herb garden?
Similarly, how many people from outside the districts know of Hutchison Park in Kowloon City or the Tai Kok Tsui waterfront?
Some of these places have been around for a while, but others are new and a sign of a new priority for a greener Hong Kong. Find out more at http://www.greening.gov.hk.
