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The Standard Article

Secret garden has all the right signals
One of the best things about big cities is their secret places: little backstreets, parks, buildings or other features that hardly anyone knows about, even those who have lived around them for years.
Many cities have these hard-to-find or little-known spots that are right in the center of things, yet almost invisible to the thousands of people who pass each day.
Signal Hill Garden is a perfect example of one such secret place.
Almost directly above East Tsim Sha Tsui MTR station, it is across Salisbury Road from the New World Centre, and you can get to it from Chatham Road or Minden Row (just past the Mariners' Club).
It is called Signal Hill because of the tower at the top.
Back in the old days, a large ball made of copper would be raised on a pole on the tower at around 12.55 every afternoon.
That was a signal for sailors on ships in the harbor to get their clocks ready. At precisely 1pm, the ball fell, and the sailors synchronized their chronometers to accurately track their longitude when leaving port.
This was also the place where typhoon signals were displayed, large metal shapes hanging from masts.
We still say typhoon signals are “raised” today, and we still see the oblongs and triangles - on television - that are hoisted to signify a No3 or No8 warning. Signal Hill is still there, complete with the tower.
It is an oasis of peace and quiet, and few even know it is there.
