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The Standard Article

Art of Vietnam takes Central stage
If you work in Central or pass through the area over the next few days, you might like to take a look at an exhibition of contemporary Vietnamese art on display in the Rotunda at Exchange Square.
In pre-colonial times Vietnamese art focused on sculpture and architecture, so there is no rigid, traditional approach to painting and drawing. You notice straight away that the artists in the exhibition use a very wide variety of techniques.
One of the country's most famous artists, Do Quang Em, is well represented. One of his works on show is called La Vong Basket and is a realist still life with a very striking use of light and shadow.
While that reminds me of some leading mainland artists' work, you can also see works by painters drawing on influences from French impressionism and other modern European styles, including some very interesting semi-abstract pieces.
The subject matter is broad, with paintings portraying the people, countryside and towns of Vietnam in a very natural, perhaps not too commercial, way.
Contemporary Vietnamese art does have one thing in common with mainland art: it is becoming trendy among overseas and regional collectors. At the show's opening ceremony, I wondered how many people had come looking for a possible investment as it becomes more fashionable.
These artists deserve to do well, and I hope they are more widely recognized internationally in the future. But I hope the scene does not get so popular artists start creating products rather than art, as some critics say about the Chinese scene.
See for yourself. The exhibition runs until Sunday right above the stock exchange. Just 10 minutes walk from most of the business district, it is an excellent, and free, way to spend part of your lunch hour.
