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The Standard Article
Mythical beasts in enthralling show
Most of us probably remember being frightened as children when we saw movies or were told stories about monsters and strange creatures.
Though we eventually realized that such weird animals do not exist, it did nothing to stop our imagination from running wild, especially at night.

From the dawn of civilization and throughout the world, people rightly or wrongly have had their own pantheon of phantoms and other beastly creatures.

While some of these have religious significance, others form the basis of myths and legends, which strangely still find currency.

Some creatures are considered to have positive traits and to be benevolent to humans, while others are regarded as downright dangerous, even evil.

The Hong Kong Museum of Art in Tsim Sha Tsui is exhibiting Fantastic Creatures from the British Museum - an amazing collection of such bizarre life forms under one roof from now until April 11.

The exhibition comprises 170 items from the Stone Age up to modern times.

The statues, carvings, pictures and other exhibits include the ancient Greek Gorgon, a two-headed dog from Africa, an ancient bird-woman, mermaids and, of course, the unicorn.

Needless to say, among the artifacts on display is the Chinese dragon.

The exhibition includes computer games and origami - so that children can relate to the exhibits and enjoy.

The museum is complementing the show with some of its own antiquities, presented as Cruising the Universe: Fantastic Animals in the Arts of China.

It shows how real and imaginary animals have appeared in various Chinese arts and crafts over the millennia.

All in all, it's a fantastic exhibition.
