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Snapshot makes a present of the past
If you missed it while it was on at the old police station in Hollywood Road, you still have until November 11 to catch the free “Faces and Places: Heritage Photo Exhibition” at the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre in Kowloon Park.
It is a collection of historic photos. But these are not the old sepia-toned photographs of rickshaws and colonial officers you might expect.
They are ordinary street scenes from the mid-1970s in Central, Western and Wan Chai.
At the time, members of the Royal Asiatic Society noticed the areas were being redeveloped and had the foresight to capture them on film.
The result is a mix of history and the present day.
Some of the buildings and scenes, including young people's hairstyles, are no longer with us 35 years on.
But some of the places are still intact.
I had the pleasure to take part in the opening of the exhibition at the police station last month. Visitors were surprised at how many young people came to look at, and photograph, the pictures. To me, this was no surprise.
The pictures show how the places they know today looked before they were born. It is the city we still get glimpses of in some areas, the street markets and little stores. Yet it is a different world.
There are of course no mobile phones or up-to-date fashions, and people in the pictures look less prosperous - for instance, what is now trendy SoHo was a working class neighborhood then.
For today's teens and 20-somethings, this is both familiar and strange. For older visitors, it is a trip down memory lane. There are more than 160 photos, so allow plenty of time.
