July 15, 2009

The Standard Article

Hong Kong habits hard to break
Will you be packing any bad Hong Kong habits in your suitcase when you set off for your summer holidays? You’d probably like to think that you won’t, but you can’t be too sure.
Even when I am in Hong Kong, I make a point of holding doors open for others, not pushing through crowds, letting people get past me in busy areas and so on. I was brought up that way. I don’t talk loudly, either.
But I have caught myself doing something very “Hong Kong” sometimes when I am traveling overseas. I get into an elevator, and so long as no one in the immediate vicinity is about to get in, I push the button for my floor and the “door close” button straight away.
It is automatic. It is only when I notice other people in the lift looking at me that realize I am acting strangely. They are probably wondering why this guy is in such a hurry. Is there an emergency? Is someone chasing him? Or is he from Hong Kong?
We don’t realize we are doing it when we are here at home, but overseas it stands out.
The same goes for those of us who talk very loudly. They aren’t aware that they are doing it because Hong Kong is such a noisy place. But talk like that in many other parts of the world, and people will stare.

The impatient elevator button-pushing is something people from overseas notice about us when they are here. I will try to make sure they don’t notice it when I am over there enjoying my relaxing, no-rush holiday.
