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The Standard Article

Land in Central is following royal lines
Have you heard of the Queen's Building in Central? Or the King's Building? If you guess that they are no longer with us, you are correct. If you guess that these royal-sounding properties are connected with today's Prince's Building, you are partly right.
The reason Hongkong Land owns most of the buildings in the core part of our central business district is that the company was able to develop an entire area of new reclamation from the late 1890s to the early 1900s.
The area was initially named after Paul Chater, co-founder of Hongkong Land.
The Queen's Building was Hong Kong's first major private-sector office block and a very impressive piece of architecture. You can see it in many old photographs because it stayed up from 1899 until the early 1960s, when it was replaced by the Mandarin Oriental.
The King's Building rose a block away in 1905. Again, you can see it in photos as it stood up to 1958 when, along with an adjacent building, it was demolished. Chater House is now on that site.
These were the Grade A, luxury, commercial blocks of their day.
The original Prince's Building was built at the same time as King's Building, with four stories and in a similar style. A big tenant from the start in 1904 was law firm Deacons (today just next door in Alexandra House). The block was redeveloped in the early 1960s but its replacement kept the name - a link to the district's past.
