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Display of old camera gear snaps us back
The Hong Kong Film Archive in Sai Wan Ho collects and preserves films and other material related to Hong Kong cinema.

Its collection received a big boost in 2011 when TVB donated more than 1,000 titles dating back as far as the 1930s and which include some rare movies in Chaozhou and Amoy dialects.

Its extensive Resource Centre houses printed material like books and magazines, which visitors are free to look at.

After registration, users can also watch old movies in special viewing booths. It is far and away the biggest collection of its type, and is highly valued by researchers.

It recently opened an exhibition titled Remembrance of the Avant-garde: Archival Camera Collection, a display of more than 60 pieces of old camera equipment.

We live in an era when just about everyone has a digital movie camera built into a phone. The exhibition takes us back to an age when moving images could only be captured with bulky and complex equipment with many moving parts.

The earliest models on show are from the 1920s, with the most recent dating from the 1980s. Perhaps the most famous item is the first 35mm film camera made in the 1920s by the DeVry company of Chicago.

Known as the "lunch box" for its shape, the film was moved through the apparatus either by a wound spring mechanism or by a hand crank.

See the HKFA website at:

www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/CulturalService/HKFA/en/3-4-9.php for details.
