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Glorious story told boldly in lights
M+, the visual arts museum and centerpiece of the West Kowloon Cultural District, doesn't open until 2017. But it is already active, using its plentiful space on the harborfront to mount displays of public art, for example. And now it has opened an interactive online exhibition about Hong Kong's neon signs.
Look through old photos or film clips of Hong Kong from the 1950s onwards and you will probably soon see shots of dazzling neon advertising shops, restaurants and other businesses.
New York has the Statue of Liberty, Paris the Eiffel Tower, and Hong Kong has street scenes like Nathan Road at night as a prime symbol.
Indeed, neon lights seem an extremely appropriate representation. They are garish rather than subtle, their layout and distribution is free rather than regulated, and they are focused with no apologies on the promotion of commerce and profit.
M+'s new website, NeonSigns.HK, contains a growing amount of material about neon, including a history of the technology and essays on its place in our urban landscape.
It also has a collection of pictures of neon signs donated by people. Feel free to join in over the next few months and upload pictures of your favorites.
This is a fun site but with a serious side. Older neon signs are coming down and new forms of advertising replacing them. So this is an exercise in heritage preservation.
