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Amazing peep into 1938 HK via YouTube
I recently mentioned Hong Kong as it was, the book of photographs taken by Hedda Morrison in 1946-47. Something similar, in the form of film footage, can be seen on YouTube. Search for Hong Kong, Gateway To China, 1938 and you should find it.
It is a short feature, aimed at audiences in the West who went to the cinema for a bit of escapism. We see shots of junks and steamships in the harbor with the familiar mountains - and unfamiliar low-rise buildings - of the island in the background.
We then take a tour of the central business district, with its hustle and bustle, though nowhere near as much as we see today. Keep an eye out for the old Bank of East Asia headquarters, with its highly distinctive architecture, and the amah holding an umbrella to shade her mistress as they cross the street.
Then, further up the hill we are in a more modest neighborhood (apparently somewhere around Lyndhurst Terrace). We see a market with women looking at goods and people squatting to eat at food stalls. We even get a glimpse of tenement buildings to remind us that there was a far less prosperous side to the city.
Perhaps the funniest thing about the 11-minute film is the narration, which stresses the colonial angle and treats the locals as quaint and exotic. But the sights are real enough.
As with the book, it is a reminder of amazing change.
