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Seeing skyscrapers in a new light
Although the sight of Hong Kong, especially the harbor, impresses all of us who live here, we probably don't see our modern city as a suitable or likely subject for landscape painting.
Such works of art may show famous cloud- covered mountains and woodlands in China, or rural scenes of farms and villages from old Europe.
But when we think of portraits of today's Hong Kong, we usually think of photographs - maybe taken from the air or from Kowloon.
An artist, however, can see things in new and different ways, as if he were seeing them for the first time.
For a great example of what I mean, check out a website called Hong Kong Paintings, which features the work of an American called Jim Feldman.
This artist takes the colors and lights of Hong Kong (including perhaps the effects of our polluted air) and shows us real beauty in scenes many of us take for granted.
You might think the group of skyscrapers at West Kowloon is just another dense collection of huge buildings, or even an eyesore. But Feldman, seeing them at sunset, turns them into something else.
He does the same with other harbor views and street scenes, including views of buildings with stained concrete and old rusty drainpipes that most of us would either never notice or might even simply consider ugly.
Art is about looking at the world around us and asking what is really there - not just what we see quickly before moving on.
