October 9, 2013

The Standard Article

Man behind ‘look’ is worth a look
The 1950s to the '70s were a time of rapid growth in Hong Kong, but that expansion was from a low base.
It was a period of real hardship for many.
One of many inspiring personal stories reflecting the period is that of designer Eddie Lau Pui-kei.

Lau's childhood was tough at times, but he had talent and a capacity for hard work.
Becoming a tailor's apprentice at 11, he started his first business at 16 and later studied fashion design at London's Central St Martins College.
He went on to win fame with his collections, and help craft the images of stars such as late Cantopop queen Anita Mui Yim-fong.

The Heritage Museum is holding a retrospective exhibition dedicated to Lau's 50-year career.

The exhibits include his design sketches, all sorts of audio-visual material and, of course, the outfits themselves - stage costumes of Cantopop stars, celebrity haute-couture, and Cathay Pacific and Dragonair uniforms.

The exhibition shows the enormous contribution made by one man to our creative industry - not just fashion design, but also to music and entertainment.

More than anyone, Lau was the original creator of the "look" of Hong Kong popular culture in our time. You can't look at these costumes without thinking of concerts and album covers.

At the same time, his life and work symbolize the transformation of a city from poverty to prosperity and glamour.

