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Expo showcase for Hong Kong design talent
If you are going up to the Shanghai Expo before the end of October, you might want to visit Hong Kong Creative Ecologies - a showcase of Hong Kong's leading design work. The event, which is funded by Create Hong Kong, covers a wide range of our city's creative achievements, including some that few know about.
Well-known creative work is represented. Alice Mak's McDull animated pig is there, as are architect Rocco Yim, and fashion designers Vivienne Tam and Barney Cheng. But perhaps the most interesting exhibits are from relatively unknown designers whose work is all around us.
Examples include: Milk Design's Lee Chi-wing, who has designed such items as Cathay Pacific's Chinese-themed economy-class tableware; Tommy Li, who designed such visual brands as Maxim's cake shops and MTR shops; Arnold Chan of Isometrix, a lighting designer; and Chelsia Lau, who is Ford's chief designer - next time you see a Ford SUV, that's her styling.
This is talent that we don't often hear about, even though we see much of their work every day. Hong Kong designers are creating furniture, computer animation, sporting headwear, interior decor, toys and even robots that help people stick to weight-loss diets - things that are sold around the world and often under major international brands.
As well as its exhibits, the Creative Ecologies showcase includes conferences, shows and workshops. It is, of course, basically aimed at mainland and international visitors as a way to spread the word about our city's talent, but Hong Kong people should see it if they get the chance, if only to see just how wide-ranging that talent is.
