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Sound show on golden oldie of note
While many Hong Kong children learn the violin or piano, some have lessons on the guqin.
The guqin is the large, seven-stringed plucked instrument usually played placed on a table. It is often described in English as a zither, though it is quite a lot bigger than the Western handheld instrument.
The qin is an ancient part of Chinese culture - the name means "old stringed instrument" - with a 3,000-year history. The instrument appears in numerous paintings and poems, and it is very much associated with intellectual pursuits such as calligraphy and painting.
Hong Kong has a small but active guqin scene, with teachers encouraging new learners, and arts centers and other venues often hosting recitals.
Traditionally, serious players of the guqin would make their own instrument, but that is hardly practical today.
Or is it? The Hong Kong Heritage Museum is currently hosting an exhibition titled The Legend of Silk and Wood: A Hong Kong Story.
To celebrate the 10th anniversary of Unesco's inclusion of the qin as part of the world's intangible cultural heritage, the museum is joining with the Choi Chang Sau Qin-Making Society to spread the word about this ancient instrument.
The exhibition covers qin players and the sort of music their art can produce. It also looks into the many aspects of the construction of the instrument.
This includes a qin-crafting workshop specially built in the gallery to show visitors how the instruments are made.
The exhibition runs until March 10.
