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(Heritage conservation)
Madam President, 
I would like to focus on the Chief Executive's plans to strengthen the Government's commitment to heritage conservation.

Public concern about the loss of heritage sites increased quite suddenly in

recent years. This is an area which affects many long-term aspects of

government policy, notably in areas like planning and physical development. It is not easy to adapt to shifts in public expectations in such a short time.

I believe the Administration deserves credit for reviewing its policy in a 
flexible way to meet these new expectations. The plan to include heritage 
impact assessments at an early stage in public works projects should help to avoid problems like the Star Ferry Pier in the future. The plan for a

Commissioner for Heritage is also an important step forward.

I agree with the Chief Executive that this is not just a question of preserving old structures. These old buildings are important to us because of the role they used to play in our lives. To do them justice, we must find new roles for them ― not just leave them sitting there doing nothing.

For this reason, I look forward to seeing NGOs find new uses for some of

our government-owned historic buildings. There are countless ways in which such groups can help bring these old buildings back to life and make them part of the community again.

I also look forward to seeing commercial businesses play a role here. I

do not mean developers or major retail chains, but smaller niche companies that can use old premises in unique and interesting ways. The proposed plan for the old Central Police Station will probably offer some good opportunities in this respect.

It will be interesting to see what ideas people have for the nearby Police

Quarters at Aberdeen Street. One thing I notice is that people seem to

automatically suggest a museum or a park as a use for heritage sites like that. The only alternative we have ever had is giving the site to developers. For years, we have not looked at other possibilities. I hope that with this new approach by the Government, we will give our heritage sites new life in the community of tomorrow.

Madam President, 
On the subject of environment, I am glad to see that air quality has improved in the last couple of months, but we should observe how the situation will turn in the winter months. As a financial hub for the region, there is a continuous need for us to attract the best talents from the world, and one of the most important conditions for the expatriates to consider in making their move, or perhaps at least for the expatriates with family and kids, is the quality of life for their family members. They are likely to travel extensively in the region, but they will prefer to keep their family in a place where life is safe, air is clean and school places are sufficient for their children. If we are to compare Hong Kong with many other major cities on the Mainland, I suppose we are still okay, but that is still not acceptable by world standard. I very much hope that the Bureau can continue to work closely with our counterparts in Guangdong as well as other vested parties in Hong Kong to come up with sustainable

improvement.

Another important factor for Hong Kong to remain as a premium city in

China is quality control over our food safety standard. Much has been said by my fellow colleagues and I will not repeat them. My only hope is that we can narrow the difference and immediately move ahead with the legislation on food labeling. This legislation is much overdue and I urge the Bureau to move ahead without hesitation, and to enhance transparency for the consumers. Thank you.
