Motion – Leisure, Gaming and Entertainment Complex

22 November 2006

Madam President, 
This motion contains an old idea - the idea that Hong Kong should have casinos.
I feel pretty sure it is not going to happen. I certainly hope it does not. There are a lot of reasons why the Government should reject casinos - even if you give them a nice name like a "gaming and entertainment complex".
Actually, this proposal would be extremely controversial for several reasons.

First of all, there is this basic idea that we need more tourists. But some people are starting to question this idea. We focus on the number of tourists coming here, rather than how long they stay or what they spend. We focus on quantity not quality.
Some people are starting to ask whether there are economic and other costs, as well as benefits, from mass-tourism. The fact is that no one has done a serious study on it. It would be interesting to see one. 
Secondly, more and more people are also asking whether development - especially in rural areas like Lantau - is automatically a good thing. People are complaining that there is too much concrete, and we should just leave some places alone.
So already, the idea of a tourist complex on Lantau is going to be controversial for those two reasons.

And then we have the real and major controversy - the idea of casinos. 
There is an argument that we should simply deregulate gaming, or gambling, and allow it to be just another business. There is another argument that gambling has a terrible effect on some people, and it should be regulated and discouraged. 
My own view is that gambling is a social evil.

People who want casinos here say that they could be closed to non-residents. 
I do not know if anyone would want to start a casino if they could not access the domestic market. But even if you make it work, it does not change the fact that gambling creates problems. And many of those problems would be here among us, in our own community. 
A government survey a few years ago showed that 4% of our population are problem gamblers, and another 1.8% are pathological gamblers.
Gambling can and often does put those people into poverty. They lose their money, maybe their life savings. Their families and children suffer from this financial and economic loss.

Gambling leads to fraud and other crime. Problem gamblers cheat their employers or their clients or even their own friends to win back losses or repay their debts.

Gambling drives people into debt, and into the hands of loan sharks. This attracts organized crime and gangs. Violence breaks out when gangs compete with each other.

On top of all those, casinos can attract money laundering. 
So, Madam President, this is the last thing Hong Kong needs. Thank you.

