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Madam President,

I am sure that every member of this council would welcome the opportunity to meet officials of the Central People’s Government and discuss how Hong Kong can move forward towards universal suffrage.  

It would be very useful to overcome the communication problem that clearly exists between some Legco members and the Central Government.  

But let’s be very clear about this.  There is bound to be a communication problem for as long as some people insist on calling for full universal suffrage in 2007 and 2008.   Whether you like it or not, that has been ruled out.  To go on asking for it can only hold up progress.

If people seriously want a more democratic system in a reasonable period of time, they should stop asking for something that is impossible.  And they should start to ask more constructive questions.  

They should ask where the opposition to democracy is coming from.  They will find that much of the opposition comes from the Hong Kong business community, which genuinely fears high-tax, high-spending politicians.

And they can ask how they can address those fears, and reassure the business community that more democracy will not be bad for the economy.  There are ways to do that.  

And they can ask how to address the concerns of the Central Government.  They need to win the trust of the Central People’s Government.  That might require some flexibility, some imagination and some effort.  But that approach will almost certainly lead to more democracy, more quickly than confrontation or making impossible 

demands.  

The majority of people in Hong Kong want universal suffrage as soon as possible.  People who ask for everything in 2007 and 2008 are letting them down.

